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WELCOME TO YOUR FUTURE
I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome you to South Devon
College, and thank you for considering us as the people to
help you achieve your goals. Everything we do is centred on
giving you the best possible experience as a student, inside
and outside of the classroom. Our passion for learning never
stops and is why the delivery of programmes at all levels is
consistently recognised as being excellent.
Developing skills has never been so important in keeping
us in employment, progressing our careers, achieving our
ambitions and supporting the recovery of our local economy.
In November 2020, the Government launched its Lifetime
Skills Guarantee meaning that from April 2021, adults without
a full Level 3 (A Level equivalent qualification) can take a
Government funded college course to help get one. This
provides a fantastic opportunity to get back into education,
but there are plenty of other options too, including other
courses which are already fully or partly funded, subject to
your personal circumstances.
At South Devon College, we offer a broad mix of study
programmes and qualifications. From recreational courses
that give you the opportunity to try something new and
meet new people, right through to professional qualifications
and degree programmes at our highly regarded University
Centre (UCSD). Our courses are designed with employability,
personal development, and enrichment in mind. There’s a
focus on the sectors where we know there’s a shortfall of
skilled workers or where opportunities lie locally, such as in
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health and care, education, digital or marine programmes
(amongst a variety of other exciting sectors), with many
courses delivered at our state-of-the-art Hi Tech & Digital
Centre.
I speak from experience when I say that our tutors and
lecturers find no greater satisfaction than seeing students go
on to achieve great things year after year. But being at South
Devon College isn’t just about gaining qualifications. It’s also
about the lively and friendly community here. As a result
of our values, you can be confident that you’ll feel included
and receive the support you need to progress as part of this
aspirational community.
We hope you find the information in this guide a useful outline
of the courses on offer here at the College. Please remember
our Helpzone team are here to guide you in selecting the
right course for your needs, and of course you’ll find more
information on the courses listed here on our website. There’s
something for everyone, whether you want to study in person,
online, or a blend of both.
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Thank you for considering us as the people to support you
with such an important decision in your life. I look forward to
welcoming you to South Devon College very soon.

Laurence Frewin

Principal and CEO
South Devon College
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CAMPUS LOCATIONS

OUR STUDENTS
LEANNE BYRNE

South Devon College has a range of campus
locations throughout Torbay and South Devon, each
providing opportunities for more students to access
the great facilities and teaching we offer.

“I’ve studied Level 2 Gym Instructor, Level 3 Personal
Trainer, Indoor Cycling Instructor, Water Based Fitness
Instructor, Circuit Instructor, and First Aid here at the
College.

PAIGNTON

I spoke to a friend about what I wanted to do after the
lease of my business was up. She said I have such a love
of fitness that maybe I should enquire about the courses
at South Devon College, and here I am.

Our inspirational Paignton campus provides the very
best learning environment, featuring state-of-theart equipment and facilities in a range of locations
including our Hi Tech & Digital Centre, University Centre
South Devon, and South Devon College Sports Centre.

From the point of first contact via email, to the face-toface meeting, the whole experience has been a pleasure.
The fitness team are a great support and the quality of
teaching I received was outstanding, motivational, and
inspirational. Classes are fun and you always feel involved
and that your opinions are heard and taken into account.
I made great friends along the way and there was never a
day that I felt I didn’t want to be here.

NEWTON ABBOT
Newton Abbot campus provides a fantastic learning
environment, with industry-standard equipment and
expert teachers delivering the skills needed in the
local area.

I’ve just signed up to further my knowledge and level up in
the education department by doing my degree in Sports
Coaching and Fitness.
Since becoming qualified, I’ve worked in a number of
gyms and leisure centres around Devon. I regularly
teach spinning as I’ve found a real passion for it and it’s
incredibly rewarding.

TORQUAY
Torquay is home to our Centre for Health and Care
Professions, which is located close to Torbay Hospital
and all major bus routes. The Centre provides a range
of training in health, care, professional accountancy,
leadership and management. The campus is also the
base for a range of recreational courses.

If you want my advice: do it! Just take that step. It’s
something you most definitely won’t regret. I’m so
glad I made that initial contact. My life is fuller and I’m
surrounded by the best support. The tutors here are great
and nothing is too much trouble.”

KINGSWEAR
Located on the banks of the River Dart, South Devon
Marine Academy is a centre of excellence with access
to the water for marine training and education both on
and offshore.

Scan here for
the contact
details of each
of our campus
locations
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“MY LIFE IS FULLER
AND I’M SURROUNDED
BY THE BEST SUPPORT”
enquiries@southdevon.ac.uk
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STUDY OPTIONS

SUBJECT AREAS
Scan the codes or visit southdevon.ac.uk/subject-areas to view the courses we offer in each subject area.

We pride ourselves on the range of study options and specialisms available for adults, from entry level to higher
level study. Scan the codes or visit southdevon.ac.uk/adult-learning to discover your options.

ACCESS TO
HIGHER EDUCATION

APPRENTICESHIPS
Our wide range of apprenticeship
opportunities allow you to gain
valuable industry experience and
earn a wage alongside studying
for your qualification.

Access to Higher Education is an
intensive one year programme
designed to prepare students,
who may not have the necessary
qualifications (e.g. A Levels), for
progression to university.

ANIMAL AND LANDBASED STUDIES

AUTOMOTIVE

ART AND DESIGN

BUSINESS, LAW AND
MANAGEMENT

CHILDREN AND
YOUNG PEOPLE

COMPUTING AND
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

CONSTRUCTION AND
BUILDING SERVICES

DIGITAL MEDIA

ENGINEERING

ENGLISH AND MATHS

HAIR AND BEAUTY

HEALTH AND CARE

HOSPITALITY AND
CATERING

MARINE

MUSIC AND
PERFORMING ARTS

SCIENCE

Scan here or visit page 13 to find
out more.

Scan here or visit page 11 to find
out more.

HIGHER EDUCATION
GCSEs FOR ADULTS

We offer a range of university
courses, including foundation
degrees and full honours top-up
degrees, at University Centre South
Devon (UCSD).

Scan here to find out more about
our GCSE programme, which
gives you the opportunity to gain
multiple GCSEs including English,
Maths, Biology, Sociology and
Psychology.

Scan here or visit page 12 to find
out more.

ONLINE AND
DISTANCE LEARNING

RECREATIONAL COURSES
Our recreational courses give you
the opportunity to develop your
skills, try out a new hobby or boost
your employability.

We offer a wide range of courses
to support careers in accounting,
business, management,
administration and more.

Scan here to discover your options.

Scan here for more information.

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS HUB
Our fully-subsidised employability
course gives you the opportunity to
build your own package of study.
There are plenty of units to help you
to upskill or support your job search.

SPORT AND FITNESS
FREEPHONE 08000 380 123 • southdevon.ac.uk

SOCIAL SCIENCES
AND COUNSELLING

TEACHING AND
EDUCATION
enquiries@southdevon.ac.uk
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT

ONE-TO-ONE GUIDANCE

We want to offer both support and encouragement to adults hoping to study with us.

With so many courses available, it can be difficult
finding the right one for you.

If you need a helping hand with which direction to take, you can book an appointment with our Adult Guidance
Officer for free, impartial advice and guidance. There’s plenty of funding available to you too. If you need access to
funding, childcare or flexible study time, we can help you break down the barriers so you can achieve your goals.

Some of our courses are fully or partially funded and if you don’t hold a Level 3 qualification (A Level equivalent), you
can complete a course at this level with complete funding from the government and its Lifetime Skills Guarantee. For
up to date information, visit southdevon.ac.uk.
Find out about some financial support options below:

ADVANCED LEARNER LOAN

ADULT COLLEGE BURSARY FUND

If you’re aged 19 or over and want to study a Level 3 Access
to Higher Education Diploma or a Level 3 to 6 vocational
qualification, you’ll need to pay for the cost of your course. If
you’re thinking about returning to education, you may qualify
for an Advanced Learner Loan.

The Adult College Bursary Fund can contribute towards any
of the costs associated with your studies, including childcare,
exam fees, course books, materials, travel costs, and in some
cases, IT equipment. There’s also a limited amount of funding
available for tuition fees.

Repayments are linked to what you earn and not how much
you borrow. You only have to start making repayments when
you’ve finished your course and you’re earning over £25,725
a year. Until then, you don’t need to pay back anything, but
you can make voluntary repayments at any time.

UNIVERSITY CENTRE SOUTH DEVON

The Advanced Learner Loan is a government funded loan
to help adult students. These loans help you to pay the fees
charged by colleges and training organisations. It’s easy to
apply for, doesn’t take your household income into account,
and doesn’t involve a credit check.

CHILDCARE
Students aged 20+ can apply to our Adult Bursary Fund for
help towards childcare costs. Or, if you’re aged 19, you can get
childcare support through government funding. Find out more
about the help you can receive with childcare costs by using
the Childcare Choices calculator or contacting Helpzone.

In order to qualify for the bursary funding, your earned
household income must be below £35,000 per year, your
application to the fund will be means tested and proof of
household income will be required. Funding support also
depends on your course’s eligibility.

There is support available to you if you want to study at
UCSD. To find out more about the UCSD bursary, visit
ucsd.ac.uk, or contact the Higher Education Team at
university@southdevon.ac.uk.

Scan here
to apply for
financial support

Our priority is helping you achieve your goals,
whatever they may be. That’s why our Helpzone
team offers dedicated careers advice and guidance,
offering free one-to-one sessions that can help make
your options much clearer.

Learning can make a significant difference to your
prospects at any stage during your life, whether you’re
looking to get back into employment, further your
career, or change your career path.
Our Helpzone team have an extensive knowledge of
every area in the College, as well as other external
training providers, and can give you the impartial
advice you need to make the best decision for your
career and personal circumstances.

The Helpzone team can also help to identify all of the
financial support you’re entitled to receive, as well as
developing important skills such as CV writing and
interview preparation.

“IT WAS SUCH A WEIGHT TAKEN OFF MY
SHOULDERS TO TALK THROUGH OPTIONS
AND TO HAVE AN ACTION PLAN. I NOW
HAVE SOMETHING TO AIM FOR. THANK
YOU SO MUCH.”
Sabrina, Access to Higher
Education student, 2020

Book your free, impartial advice
and guidance session with our
Helpzone team today by calling
08000 380 123 or emailing
enquiries@southdevon.ac.uk
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FACILITIES

HI TECH & DIGITAL CENTRE
This purpose-built facility is
innovative in its design and use, as
well as nationally significant.

The Centre provides individuals with
the skills that employers need to
support their growth in a range of
important local hi-tech businesses.

The facilities at South Devon College ensure you’re equipped to succeed no matter what
subject you’re studying. We provide access to state-of-the-art equipment and learning
resources across all our campuses. This will help you make the most of your time here
and give you the very best learning experience.

SOUTH DEVON COLLEGE
SPORTS AND FITNESS
Offering you a unique and
unbeatable membership which
gives you full use of our gym and
exercise classes.
To find out more, contact us on
01803 540394 or enquiries@
sdcsport.co.uk

UNIVERSITY CENTRE SOUTH DEVON (UCSD)
A specialised centre designed to
ensure you can study and develop
at your own pace. We provide a
comfortable environment to suit your
learning style with all the necessary
resources available to you, including
a campus-wide Wi-Fi network, a
comprehensive catalogue of e-books,
journals, newspapers and electronic
resources, and a virtual learning portal.

INSPIRATIONS HAIR AND BEAUTY SALON

HORIZONS RESTAURANT

CAFES

Inspirations Hair and Beauty Salon is
where our students train and deliver
hair and beauty therapy treatments
to the public. For more information,
contact the salon on 01803 540419
or inspirations@southdevon.ac.uk

Horizons is a licensed fine dining
restaurant within South Devon
College where our students develop
their skills in professional hospitality.
For bookings and enquiries,
please call 01803 540442 or email
horizons@southdevon.ac.uk

South Devon College has several
different eateries, all of which are
great places to meet friends and
unwind (or prepare for your studies)
with coffee, a quick snack, or even a
full English breakfast.
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LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

CREATIONS DOG GROOMING

ESSENTIALS SHOP

The Learning Resource Centre (LRC)
is right in the heart of the College,
with two floors of resources, including
books, journals, and online materials.
We have over 25,000 books which
are up to date and relevant to your
studies.

As a professional dog grooming
service, Creation Dog Grooming
offers haircuts, bathing, drying, and
claw cutting at a reduced rate.
Contact us on 07540 290015 to book
an appointment. Please note that
booking is essential.

Find the Essentials shop on Level 1
at our Paignton Campus. We stock
a range of newspapers, magazines,
art materials, and stationery, plus
sweets, snacks, and gifts. We can
also order specific books for your
course. Opening hours: Mon - Fri
8.30am - 4.00pm.

CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND CARE
PROFESSIONS (CHCP)

COMPUTER ACCESS

SDCONNECT APP

When you enrol, you’ll have access to
the following services:

With our South Devon College
SDConnect app, you’ll be able to
keep up to date with your timetable
and lessons, communicate with your
peer groups and tutors, report your
absences, find out about events,
special offers, and much more.

CHCP, located near Torbay Hospital,
is an adult-based learning centre.
Dedicated to providing courses
in Torquay, it specialises in the
health, wellbeing and professional
accountancy, leadership, and
management sectors.

1TB OneDrive storage

Individual College email account
New industry software including
Adobe Creative Cloud Suite
Campus-wide Wi-Fi

Online library catalogue

Free Microsoft software, including
Office, for your personal device

enquiries@southdevon.ac.uk
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ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION
Access to Higher Education (HE) Diplomas are one year (full-time) or two year (part-time) programmes designed
to prepare students who may not have the necessary qualifications (e.g. A Levels) for progression to university.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

An Access to HE Diploma consists of three core subjects
(which are equivalent to three A Levels) as well as a Study
Skills module. The Study Skills module will support your
academic essay writing skills and guide you through the
UCAS application process. Full-time, part-time, and online
study options are available.

Access to HE is a fantastic alternative option to A Levels as
there are a variety of assessment methods (e.g. essays,
reports, presentations and brochures). As it’s based on
coursework completion as opposed to linear exams, many of
our students continue to work part-time while they study.

If you need to complete your GCSEs prior to starting the
Access to HE course, we have a range of daytime and
evening options available. You’re advised to look at the
GCSEs required by the universities of your choice when
planning your progression. The entry requirements to allow
enrolment onto the Access to HE Diploma are GCSE maths
and English at Grade 4 (C) or above.

HOW CAN I PAY FOR THE COURSE?
You may be eligible for an Advanced Learner Loan to help
you pay for your studies (see page 7 for more details). It’s
easy to apply for, doesn’t take your household income into
account, and doesn’t involve a credit check.

DID YOU KNOW?
If you complete both your Access to HE
Diploma and a foundation or Level 6
degree course, you won’t need to repay
your course fees.

Feedback from both past students and university staff
shows that the study skills we teach, along with the
comprehensive core subject content, have helped Access to
HE students to be well placed in a university setting. They’re
also often positive peer mentors to others, thanks to their
organisational skills and academic prowess.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTERWARDS?
All of our Access to HE courses are designed to prepare
you for Higher Education and studying at university. On
completion of the course, you’ll have achieved the academic
entry requirements for our foundation degrees and full
honours degrees at University Centre South Devon, as well as
a wide range of courses at institutions all over the country.
Some courses will have additional entry requirements.

Scan here to
browse our full
range of Access
to HE Diploma
pathways
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UNIVERSITY CENTRE

SOUTH DEVON
As well as a first-class further education, we offer
a range of university courses, including foundation
degrees and full honours top-up degrees.

By studying a degree close to home, you have a platform to
achieve your goals here in the South West, while keeping your
studies affordable and within a budget.
A key feature of our higher education courses is the
exceptional support we provide for our students. We have an
experienced team who offer a range of services, and provide
regular one-to-one contact time with your personal tutor,
ensuring you have every opportunity to excel on your course.

Scan here
for more
information on
University Centre
South Devon

We deliver many of our courses in partnership with the
University of Plymouth.

WHAT QUALIFICATIONS CAN I STUDY?
HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE (HNC)
LEVEL 4

Higher National Certificates (HNC) are vocational
qualifications designed to develop practical and theoretical
skills and knowledge. They focus on equipping you with a
practical understanding of your chosen subject, and can lead
directly to employment in specific industries. They may also
count towards membership of professional bodies and other
employer organisations. Upon successful completion of the
HNC you can progress onto the related foundation degree at
University Centre South Devon.

FOUNDATION DEGREE (FdA AND FdSc)
LEVEL 5

A foundation degree is a degree-level qualification that
takes 2 years to complete, and is equivalent to the first 2
years of a traditional honours degree. Foundation degrees
focus on relevant, work-based skills within a particular career
route or profession. They are one of the quickest and most
direct routes to the high level vocational skills required in
the working world, because employers are involved in the
development of the programmes. This ensures you are ready
to transition into employment.

BACHELOR’S DEGREE (BA (HONS) AND BSc (HONS))
LEVEL 6

At the end of a foundation degree you have the option to
‘top-up’ your qualification with an additional third year of
study to convert it into a full honours degree. We offer a
range of Bachelor’s top-up courses for you to consider, or you
could progress to the University of Plymouth where you are
guaranteed an interview for an associated top-up course.
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APPRENTICESHIPS

IT’S EASY

TO APPLY

Apprenticeships combine paid employment,
valuable work skills, and practical training.

There are higher levels too, so now you can go even
further with an apprenticeship.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Apprenticeships are available in almost every industry
and they usually last two years. You’ll be employed in your
workplace and attend College one day a week. You’ll also
have a dedicated Partnership Coordinator who will help you
gain the relevant skills, knowledge, and behaviours needed
to complete your apprenticeship.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?
Not only will you be paid a wage during your training, but
you’ll also develop real working experience which is highly
valued by employers. Apprenticeships help you get your foot
in the door and often lead to a full-time job once completed.
You’ll also gain transferable skills that are relevant across
various industries, so your progression opportunities are
endless.

WHAT IF I’M NOT READY?
If you don’t feel quite ready to start an apprenticeship,
we offer courses including traineeships that will help you
prepare for one. These courses are available in almost every
area of study, and help you develop the essential skills you’ll
need to succeed on an apprenticeship programme.

HOW DO I GET STARTED?
Our apprenticeship vacancy page is a great place to
start looking for existing opportunities. If there’s nothing
there that’s quite right, think about which apprenticeship
programme you’d like to study - you can find more
information by scanning the code below to visit our website.
Once you’ve applied, we’ll invite you into the College to
discuss your suitability and help you in finding the perfect
employer for your apprenticeship.
Whether you have a job already or not, apprenticeships are
a great way to upskill in your current workplace or get into
employment while studying.

Scan here
to learn
more about
apprenticeships
and view our
vacancies

Here at South Devon College, we’re passionate
about getting you to where you want to be in
life. That’s why we’ve made applying for your
course through our website very easy: just
follow the steps below.

EXPLORE
To view our full
range of courses,
scan here or visit
southdevon.ac.uk/
adult-learning

DISCOVER
If you’re not sure about which is the best
course for you, contact our fully trained
Advice and Guidance Team for support:
enquiries@southdevon.ac.uk
08000 380 123

APPLY
To start your application, simply click
apply now on your chosen course.
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