
 
 

Safeguarding 14-16 pupils                 South Devon High School   

 

South Devon High School recognises its legal duties and responsibilities to safeguard and promote the 

welfare of children, young people and vulnerable adults, and follows the South Devon College Child 

Protection /Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults Policy (P06), written incorporating the legislation 

“Safeguarding children and safer recruitment in education, 2007”, and within the procedures and guidelines 

established by the local Safeguarding Board for Children and Vulnerable Adults. These guidelines have also 

been updated following the guidance "Keeping children safe in Education" April 2014. 

 

In addition to the robust South Devon College policy that already exists, South Devon High School takes extra 

steps to safeguard the wellbeing of our 14-16 pupils: 

 

1. There are clear arrangements for child protection and safeguarding. All pupils have a coach/personal 

tutor, with whom they have regular contact and discuss pastoral issues. This would normally be the first 

point of contact for pupils for safeguarding issues. Elizabeth Lawrence is the Senior Safeguarding 

Manager. John Tougher, the college behaviour manager is the Child Protection Lead. Sonia Manester is 

lead co-ordinator for positive intervention. Matt Burrows, Head of South Devon High School is the 

safeguarding lead for the school and will be responsible for ensuring arrangements to meet safeguarding 

statutory requirements minimise any risk of, and protect young people from, harm and abuse while 

they are following learning programmes at South Devon High School. 

 

2. The Head of South Devon High School works with the positive intervention team to co-ordinate liaison 

with external agencies who support pupils, including counselling service, communication with social 

workers and attending joint agency meetings. 

 

3. All pupils receive child protection and safeguarding training, including sessions on 

understanding responsibilities to themselves and to others, understanding how to report 

safeguarding and child protection issues, anti-bullying, cyber safety, and sexual health and 

grooming. There is clear information provided around the High School and College providing 

details of safeguarding contacts. Through PSHE lessons, pupils are encouraged to talk about feelings, 

to deal assertively with pressures, and have an opportunity to be listened to.  

 

4. All staff undertake regular, mandatory child protection and safeguarding training. 

 

5. Attendance is monitored rigorously, with registers taken at the start of every lesson. Children 

may be at risk or harm if they do not attend school regularly or on time, and absence from school may 

be an indicator of such. Attendance at school is compulsory for South Devon High School pupils. 

Parents/guardians/carers are asked to contact the High School office to explain any absence prior to the 

start of the school day, on each morning of absence. It is our policy to telephone home if absence is 

unexplained. 

 



 
6. A designated College Manager is on duty during all Break and Lunchtimes.  Lunchtime supervision is 

provided by High School coaches at lunchtime, in which a designated eating area is provided for the 

comfort of 14-16 pupils. Lunchtime has been arranged to avoid the College’s busy periods, so pupils can 

choose and eat meals without undue delay. During break times pupils are free to use the college 

campus. Use of the student common room will be supervised. Pupils are allowed to use the High School 

base rooms during break times if they feel comfortable in this environment.   

 

7. South Devon High School pupils wear a uniform with an identifiable logo and design, which makes 

pupils identifiable around the college. Pupils are also issued with a South Devon High School ID badge.  

 

8. There is an access controlled, dedicated 14-16 Centre in which only 14-16 pupils are taught. Access to 

the 14-16 Centre is restricted by access card and regulated and monitored by South Devon High School 

staff. Pupils are allowed to use the base rooms during break times if they feel comfortable in this 

environment. Morning registration and the majority of lessons take place in the 14-16 Centre, with the 

remainder in specialised rooms such as the Apple Mac Suites, Science Labs, Sports Hall or Energy 

Centre. 

 

9. Pupils only have timetabled lessons with members of their own year group. In compliance with section 

52A FHEA 1992, South Devon High School pupils will not be taught with over 19 learners. 

 

10. On occasions where it supports learning, pupils may be involved in joint projects with 16-18 students, 

however this will be exceptional and only where it adds value to all learners’ experience, for example 

projects with Youth Work students. 

 

11. South Devon High School adheres to South Devon College’s IT Security and Internet Usage Policy, which 

has been written in consideration of pupils who are under 16, and is aligned with national, regional and 

DSCB policies. A cyber safety education programme takes place through SMSC lessons. Pupils are made 

aware of e-safety issues and are empowered to stay safe. 

 

12. The South Devon College nurse provides first aid and health care for South Devon College pupils. A 

number of High School staff including the Head of School, are qualified first aiders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


